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(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To attain accurate dot 
image discrimination by applying a noise elimination 
processing to received image data and applying isolating 
point detection filtering to the received image data and 
data, whose noise is eliminated through the use of 
filters of a different size to detect isolating points. 

SOLUTION: A smoothing processing section 44321 
applies smoothing processing to received image data to 
eliminate a noise. A blackA/vhrte isolating point 
detection section 44322 is provided with two isolating 
point detection filters FDLL and FDLS, whose sizes 
differ from each other. Then the isolating point 
detection filter FDLS with the smaller size is applied 
to the data subject to smoothing processing by the 
smoothing processing section 44321, and the isolating 
point detection filter FDLL with the larger size is 
applied to the image data S12 to pixels of which the 
isolating point detection fitter FDLS has not been 
applied. Thus, dot images can be discriminated 
accurately, even when the resolution is increased by 



using the two isolating point detection filters with the 
different sizes. 
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